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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1. In response to communications filed on 6 February 2009, claims 14, 20, 28 are amended 
per applicant's request. While the applicant states that only claims 1-12, 14 and 20-29 are 
pending in the application, claims 1-14 and 20-29 are presently pending in the application. 
Therefore, contrary to the applicant's assertion, twenty-four (24) claims remain pending in the 
application. If the applicant wishes to cancel claim 13, an indication that this claim is canceled 
should be put on any future listing of claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of mailer, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

3. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. In page 8, lines 19-23 of the specification the applicant has 
provided evidence that the applicant intends the system to be made entirely of software. 
Software is not one of the four categories of invention and therefore this claim is not statutory. 
Software is not a series of steps or acts and thus is not a process. Software is not a physical 
article or object and as such is not a machine or manufacture. Software is not a combination of 
substances and therefor not a composition of matter. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
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4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Chang (U.S. 
patent No. 2003/0050982 Al). 

As to claim 26, Chang teaches a method comprising: 

receiving an event profile comprising at least one attribute relating to an event (see 
paragraph 0011 and 0015-16); 

receiving content and corresponding content description information comprising at least 
one attribute related to the content (see paragraph 0014); and 

associating the content with the event when the at least one attribute related to the event 
matches the at least one attribute related to the content, wherein the attribute is not a time or a 
date (see paragraph 0012 and 0015, where "at least one" of the attributes is not related to the time 
or date). 

As to claim 27, Chang teaches wherein the event comprises multiple participants and the 
content having been received is transmitted by one of the multiple participants (see paragraph 
0023). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-14, 20-25, 28, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Chang (U.S. patent No. 2003/0050982 Al) in view of Ohkubo (U.S. patent No. 
2003/0184653 Al). 

As to claim 1, Chang teaches a method comprising: 

detecting an event (see paragraph 001 1, 0014, 0015, and 0017); 

searching for an event profile corresponding to the event (see paragraph 001 1, 0014, 
0015, and 0017, this step is implicit from the ); 

detecting content transmitted by a participant of the event and description information 
corresponding to the content (see paragraph 0014); and 

associating the content with the event based on the description information and the event 
profile (see paragraph 0012, 0015, and 0016). 

Chang does not distinctly disclose wherein the searching is done without using a time or 

date. 

Ohkubo teaches this, see paragraph 0023 and 0096-0101. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified Chang to include the teachings of Ohkubo because these teachings would allow the 
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system to infer event date and time information without the date and time being a part of the 
original event profile. 

As to claim 2, Chang as modified, teaches further comprising matching the description 
information with the event profile (see Chang , paragraph 0014-0015). 

As to claim 3, Chang as modified above, still does not distinctly disclose wherein the 
event profile includes an event location. 

Ohkubo teaches this, see paragraphs 00 1 3-00 14. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified Chans 
to include the teachings of Ohkubo because these teachings would allow the images to be 
identified based on image information. 

As to claim 4, Chang as modified, teaches wherein the event profile includes an event 
time (see Chang , paragraph 0014-0015). 

As to claim 5, Chang as modified, teaches wherein the event profile includes an event 
duration (see Chang , paragraph 0014-0015). 

As to claim 6, Chang as modified, teaches wherein the event profile includes a listing of 
event participants (see Chang , paragraph 0023). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/82 1 ,099 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 2169 

As to claim 7, Chang as modified above, still does not distinctly disclose wherein the 
description information includes a capture location. 

Ohkubo teaches this, see paragraphs 0013-0014. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified Chang 
to include the teachings of Ohkubo because these teachings would allow the images to be 
identified based on image information. 

As to claim 8, Chang as modified, teaches wherein the description information includes a 
time (see Chang , paragraph 0014-0015). 

As to claim 9, Chang as modified, teaches wherein the description information includes 
an author (sec Chang , paragraph 0014-0015). 

As to claim 10, Chang as modified, teaches wherein the content is a digital image (see 
Chang , paragraph 001 1). 

As to claim 11, Chang as modified, teaches wherein the content is one of a video media, 
an audio media, a textual media, and a graphical media (see Chang , paragraph 001 1). 

As to claim 12, Chang as modified, teaches further comprising storing the event profile 
(see Chang , paragraphs 0016-0017). 
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As to claim 13, Chang as modified, teaches further comprising storing the description 
information with the content (see Chang , paragraph 0016). 

As to claim 14, Chang teaches a system comprising: 

means for detecting an event (see paragraph 001 1, 0014, 0015, and 0017); 

means for searching for an event profile corresponding to the event (see paragraph 0014 
and 0016, where both the user identifier and the time stamp are used in finding the event profile); 

means for detecting content relating to the event and transmitted by a participant of the 
event and description information corresponding to the content (sec paragraph 0014); and 

means for associating the content with the event based on the description information and 
the event profile (see paragraph 0012 and 0015). 

Chang does not distinctly disclose wherein the means for searching is adapted to search 
without using a time or a date. 

Ohkubo teaches this, see paragraph 0023 and 0096-0101 . Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified Chang to include the teachings of Ohkubo because these teachings would allow the 
system to infer event date and time information without the date and time being a part of the 
original event profile. 

As to claim 20, Chang teaches a system, comprising: 
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an interface module to receive content and description information corresponding to the 
content, wherein the content is relating to an event is captured and transmitted by a participant of 
the event (see paragraph 0014); 

a storage module to store a record containing an event profile describing an event (see 
paragraph 0011 and 0015-16); and 

a content categorization module for matching without using a time or date, the content 
with the event and the description information (see paragraph 0012 and 0015, "for matching 
without using a time or date is a statement of intended use and therefore does not hold patentable 
weight, see MPEP 2106 II. C). 

In the alternative Chang docs not distinctly disclose matching without using a time or a 
date, the content with the event and the description information. 

Ohkubo teaches this, see paragraph 0023 and 0096-0101 . Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified Chang to include the teachings of Ohkubo because these teachings would allow the 
system to infer event date and time information without the date and time being a part of the 
original event profile. 

As to claim 21, Chang as modified, teaches further comprising an event detection module 
to detect the event (see Chang , paragraph 001 1 and 0015). 

As to claim 22, Chang as modified, teaches wherein the storage module stores the 
description information and the content (see Chang , paragraph 0016). 
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As to claim 23, Chang as modified, teaches further comprising an access control module 
to selectively allow a user to view the content (see Chang , paragraph 0016). 

As to claim 24, Chang as modified, teaches wherein the access control module allows the 
user to view the content when the user is a participant listed in the event profile associated with 
the event (see Chang , paragraph 0023). 

As to claim 25, Chang teaches a computer-readable medium having computer executable 
instructions for performing a method comprising: 

detecting an event comprising a plurality of participants and storing an event profile (see 
paragraph 0011 and 0015-16); 

receiving content without a time or a date relating to the event from one of the plurality 
of participants (see paragraph 0014); 

receiving a request to access content from a user (see paragraph 0016); 

searching for an event profile corresponding to the content (see 0023); 

matching the content with the event profile (see paragraph 0014-15); and 

displaying the content based on the user and the event profile (see paragraph 0016 and 

0023). 
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Chang does not teach receiving content without a date or a time relating to the event from 
one of the plurality of participants. 

Ohkubo teaches this, see paragraph 0023 and 0096-0101 . Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified Chang to include the teachings of Ohkubo because these teachings would allow the 
system to infer event date and time information without the date and time being a part of the 
original event profile. 

As to claim 28, Chang as modified, teaches further comprising: 

displaying the content when requested by a participant of the event, wherein the at least 
one non-temporal attribute related to the event is a list of participants of the event (see Chang , 
paragraph 0016 and 0022). 

As to claim 29, Chang as modified, teaches further comprising: 

associating the content with the event when the at least one attribute related to the content 
and the at least one attribute related to the event match by one of: 

an author of the content and a participant of the event (see Chang , paragraph 0014); and 

a location of the capturing of the content and a location of the event; 

wherein the at least one attribute related to the event comprises at least one of the event 
location, the event time and date, the event duration and the participant and wherein the at least 
one attribute related to the content comprises at least one of the author of the content, the time 
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and date of the capturing of the content and the location of the capturing of the content (see 
Chang , paragraphs 0014-0015). 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are not deemed 
persuasive. 

It is noted that "to receive content "to store a record..."; and "for matching without 
using a time or date, the content with the event and the description information" as recited in 
claim 20 appears to be statements of intended use and therefore hold no patentable weight. See 
MPEP2106 II. C. 

In response to the applicant's arguments directed towards the rejections given under 35 
U.S.C. §101, the arguments have been considered, but are not deemed persuasive. While the 
amendments to claim 20 require for the storage module to include a "tangible storage unit", the 
"means for storing the content and the event" in claim 14 still could be reasonably interpreted as 
software means. Software instructions that are used when saving content and the event would be 
this means. Therefore, the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §101 is maintained. 

In response to the applicant's arguments directed to the rejection given under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102, the arguments have been considered, but are not deemed persuasive. Claim 26 recites "at 
least one attribute related to the event matches the at least one attribute related to the content, 
wherein the attribute is not a time or a date". Chang teaches matching in a calendar application 
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both a time stamp and a user. Therefore, "at least one attribute related to the event matches at 
least one attribute related to the content" and that at least one attribute is not "a time or a date". 
That is, the user is associated with the event and is not a time or date attribute. Therefore, the 
limitations of claim 26 are anticipated by Chang. 

In response to the applicant's arguments that Ohkubo fails to describe or suggest 
"searching for an even profile corresponding to the event wherein the searching is done without 
using a time or date", the arguments have been fully considered, but are not deemed persuasive. 
It is first noted that the claims are written to require search without a time or search without a 
date, not both. The conjunction "or" requires a choice between one or the other. If the claim 
was to be written to exclude both a time and a date it would use the conjunction "and". 

Ohkubo teaches searching for a time without using an exact time. The even period is 
inferred from the date the images were taken, the amount of faces in the images, the location, and 
other factors. Therefore Ohkubo teaches searching "wherein the searching is done without using 
a time or date" (emphasis added). 

It is lastly noted that searching for an event that is without a time and without a date 
would be the same as finding a location and associating it with content. This is similar to the 
process discussed in paragraphs 001 1-0012 of previously cited Shiota et al. (U.S. patent 
application publication 2004/0135904 Al) and see Van De Sluis et al. (U.S. patent application 
publication No. 20060155761 Al). 
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Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure and can be found listed on the attached form PTO-892. 

10. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacob F. Betit whose telephone number is (571)272-4075. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tony Mahmoudi can be reached on (571) 272-4078. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

/Tony Mahmoudi/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 
2169 
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14 Apr 2009 



